
...until I learned 
about Defenders 

Coalition.

4.

13.

THE STORY OF

DAVId ras 

shika
huyo

mwizi!!

Kijana
umetoka
kuvuta
bangii!!

I have been a photographer 
for 6 years now.

i live in dandora, 
also known as 
crime capital... 

..the youth here
have very few 

options so they 
turn to crime... 

..which makes 
everyone here a
suspect to the

police and subject
to harrasment... 

....I have been arrested multiple times due to 
my dreadlocks. In my hometown, people with 

dreadlocks are often mistaken for criminals...



but was 
arrested 
before we 
even got 

there

The lawyer assigned 
to me by the 

defenders coalition 
was highly qualified 
and knowledgeable 

about how the 
legal system 

operates. 

They eventually 
booked me. I was 

summoned to 
court and 

pleaded not 
guilty

14.

“angalia
macho na
nywele...

on May 1st, we had planned 
a protest in the CBD...

Upon arrival at the police station, 
they locked me in a cell, and the 
police continued to threaten and 

intimidate me

haki 
yetu!!!

However, the court seemed to judge 
me based on my appearance, 

particularly my eyes and dreadlocks. 

I was released on a cash 
bail of 5,000/-.  I did not 

have the money, but 
thankfully, Defenders 
Coalition came to my 

rescue and covered the 
bail for my release. 



Regarding my appearance, 
the police have even 

attempted to shave my 
hair. Every time they do 

so, I remind them that I am 
a Human Rights Defender 
and request them to call 
my lawyer. This tends to 

make them a bit 
apprehensive. This is why I 

always call Defenders 
Coalition before anyone 

else, as I know they 
always have my back. 

15.

I remember one time when I went to the police 
station to support my friends, one of the policemen 
remarked, "Unakaa Dedan Kimathi amefufuka" (You 

look like Dedan Kimathi resurrected). Although 
intended as mockery, I took it as a compliment, and 

it made me feel good. I just laughed it off.

Defenders Coalition has 
not only helped me with 
bail and release but has 
also provided me with 

many job contracts as a 
photographer. Whenever 
there are events, such as 
Climb for Justice, I have 

been their official 
photographer since 2020. 

They also contract me for 
other activities, and they 
have been very supportive 

across my needs. 



16.

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” These are 
not my words but the words of the great Martin Luther King 

Junior, The next story we are about shows us how Vero from Vihiga 
sub county lives by these  words.

Thanks to Defender’s 
Coalition a lot of these 

young people are 
rescued before their 

lives are ruined,
David ras, we salute 

you.

The story of David ras is not a unique 
one, it is a story shared by thousand 

of youth in Nairobi’s informal 
settlement, which are riddled with 
poverty and joblessness leading to 
rise in crime rates, every youth is a 

suspect and police offices don’t 
waste time profiling and arresting 

them on malicious grounds. 


