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THE STORY OF

Florence Diba

"In 2000, i noticed the silence 
of women in the face of adversity."

My name is florence 
diba. I am a human 

rights defender from 
Isiolo county. I am the 

Executive Director 
and Founder of Isiolo 

Gender Watch

I was selected to join the 
peace committee within the 
location so that I could be 
part of the decision making 

at the location level 
where I served until 2009.

In 2009, I was elected to the 
district level where I served as 

the chair and gender coordinator. 
In spite of my presence in that 
position, I still continued to 

witness marginalization of women. 
I was the only woman on the 
committee out of 15 members, 



My first point of contact 
with Defenders Coalition was 

through a board member 
who knew of my work and 

connected me with the 
Coalition. I was taken in and 
trained as a Human Rights 
defender and currently 

serve in the Coalition as a 
judge on the award panel. 
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In 2013, usawa Gender Watch was 
created and registered in 2015 by 

myself and a few women from 
the area. We mainly tackled 
gender issues and addressing 

barriers to women’s 
participation in civic life that is 

gender-based violence, the 
tradition and culture within the 
community, high school dropout 

rates and early childhood 
marriages. 

On the election day, I was at 
the polling stations to ensure 

that women are not 
accompanied by their husbands 
or male counterparts to the 

voting booth. 

The community retaliated 
and accused me of going 
against what they had 

planned and sabotaging 
their decisions. I almost 

lost my life in the 
commotion that ensued 
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Elizabeth was a woman human 
rights defender who advocated 

for land and environmental 
rights. She motivated me to join 

the movement. She saw my 
passion and capability and 

paved way for me to get voted 
into the district level peace 
committee as she remained at 

the division level. 

 
We would also like more support on safety and security responses, 

medical and life insurance covers and legal aid and support to 
enable human rights defenders, especially women to be able to do 

their work effectively. 

Elizabeth mainly focused on women’s issues around land rights. She bought 
a piece of land in an area within the county. Unfortunately, there were 

differences between the neighbor and herself which ended up in court. He 
had been accused of encroaching on Elizabeth’s piece of land and she won 
the case. Her legal expertise posed a threat to some community members. 
After the case ruling, Elizabeth mentioned feeling uncomfortable around 

the defendant. On that fateful day, 3rd January 2022, she went for a 
relative’s burial within the area and the man was present as one of the 

mourners. After the ceremony, he extended a fake truce to lure her aside 
where he proceeded to take her life. Since then, the case is still open in 

court but is in its final stages at Meru High Court. 
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Women and children continue to face 
discrimination in this patriarchal 
society that we live in. Thanks to 
women like florence, we are beginning 
to see a shift in the thing are done as 
more women are getting the courage 
to fight for their rights.

Another interesting 
story awaits us….

Defenders Coalition positions itself as a thought and collaborative 
leader towards (re)formulation and or enforcement of appropriate 

policies, laws, institutions and cultural norms that touch on the 
safety, security and well-being of women and children. 


