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 In this comic book, we are going to learn about 
14 brave human rights defenders in Kenya, who 
took it upon themselves to demand justice, for 
themselves and their communities, in the face of 

restrictions, arrests, illegal detention, 
harassment and intimidation from powerful 

individuals. These individuals are grateful for 
the various interventions that the Defenders 

Coalition offered when they were in distress as 
a result of their human rights work.

About the comic book



Defenders Coalition developed its current Strategic Plan in 2020 to run upto 2025 which 
outlines the vision, ambition and strategies of realizing the same. The Plan, which is also 
aligned to global and national level human rights strategies like Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), national action plan on human rights among others, seeks to effectively 
reposition the Defenders Coalition in the rapidly changing environment. The strategy which 
resulted from deep analysis of the prevailing operational, lessons learnt from its work 
and the organization’s track record and partners feedback, the Defenders Coalition seeks 
to focus on enhancing the safety, security and wellbeing of human rights defenders by 
prioritizing the following strategic areas:

Defenders Coalition, has over the years established itself as a dependable, 
professionally run institution managed by committed, passionate and competent 
professionals, comprising staff, Board of Trustees, a team of volunteer geographic 
and thematic representatives of human rights defenders. Its members include 
Kenyan human rights organizations, HRD networks as well as individual HRDs. The 
Coalition is on its part, a member of various networks regionally and globally.

1. Supportive laws, policies and institutional framework

2. HRDs protection and safety

3. Socio-economic wellbeing of HRDs
4. Institutional excellence

Defenders Coalition is the National Coalition of Human Rights Defenders in Kenya, a 
national organization that works primarily for the protection of Human Rights 
Defenders (HRDs) in Kenya. Formed in 2007, Defenders Coalition strengthens 
capacities of HRDs to work safely and more effectively, besides advocating for 
favourable, legal, policy and institutional environments in order to reduce their 
risks to persecutions and/or harm.Defenders Coalition takes a holistic approach in 
its work geared towards a safe and secure working environment for HRDs through 
an established rapid response mechanism, capacity building, movement building and 
knowledge management structures.

Through this comic book, we amplify the impact of our 
protection services to human rights defenders who are at 
risk due to their work. I invite you to interact with this 
publication and know more about our work.

Kamau Ngugi, 
Executive Director - Defenders Coalition



1. THE STORY OF

Kimani Maina

1.

First, we’ll meet kimani a Human Rights Defender  

who also engages in liberation Theology…"

"I was once arrested for participating in demonstrations 
against the high cost of living on August 8, 2023..."

Before the demonstration, 
we followed the normal procedure..."

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  K e n y aARTICLE 37Assembly, demonstration, picketing and petition
Every person has the right, peaceably and unarmed, to 

assemble, to demonstrate, to 
picket, and to present petitions to public authorities.

In our defense activities, 
I have interacted with 
Defenders Coalition a 
few times, I have also 

read extensively about 
them and the good work 
they continue to do as 
they support human 

rights defenders



shukisha

bei ya

unga!!

2.

On the day of the demonstrations..."

the police 
were already 
on-site in full 

riot gear...

“ we were all arrested before we could even start
the demostration and taken to central police

"...the police 
officers 

continued to  
harass us 

throughout 
the process."

"The bail process was not as easy..."

"...the Officer 
in Charge (OCS) 

was not 
present."

“Defenders Coalition’s 
lawyers were able 
to secure our bail...



3.

"We were released at around 8 pm, 
this delay seemed like an attempt to prevent us 

from returning to the demonstration.."

We rushed the 
injured to the 

hospital

"I didn't get home until past 
10 pm that day..."

"...we are very grateful 
to Defenders Coalition 

for their support



We’ve seen how the defender’s 
coalition came through for 

kimani and his fellow 
protesters by securing their 

bail money and providing them 
with all the necessary lawyers 

who made sure they were 
granted their freedom. 

4.

Next up we have the 
story of Ekiro Henry, a 
human rights defender 
from Turkana county, 

Kenya...

he is a Human Rights Defender. he began this journey in 2021 when he was 
employed at the dragon State Construction Engineering and Cooperation 

Limited from February to April. During his time there, he witnessed numerous 
issues within the company. The company, managed by the Chinese, he seemed to 

have little understanding of Kenyan labor laws and workers' rights. 
Consequently, he decided to become a whistleblower to protect the neglected 
human rights of the employees. his passion for advocating for human rights 

has been with him since he was 12.


