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THE STORY OF

Kinyua Ndungu 
Laikipia County - A Human Rights Defender's Journey.

one of them had a gun..
they claimed to be

policemen

...my journey began....i decided to get 
basic training on human 

rights activism.

...we stumbled upon a disturbing 
scene where two men were 
fighting one man claiming

he was a theif

One day during a climate 
justice training...

huyu ni 
mwizi!!

Five years ago...



i decided to record 
the incident on my phone

they tried to 
get me to 
delete the 

video

Defender’s coalition got 
wind of our struggle and sent
us one of their best lawyers 

10.

false claims 
by the police 
were exposed 
leading to the 
charges being 

dropped 

the situation 
escalated 
and they 

turned on me mbona 
una record

wewe??...leading to my arrest...

...but luckily i had already shared it with a friend and 
had already started circulating on social media

a friend 
tried to 
visit me 
he got 

arrested 
too.



I have been a member of a few 
movements and some political 

groups. Politically, I am a member 
of the communist party. Through 
the young communist leadership, 

we connected with Defenders 
Coalition, and that's how they 

bailed us out and provided us with 
a lawyer. Our lawyer established 
some facts about them, and the 

police were unable to substantiate 
any of their claims, so they had to 

drop the charges. 

11.

I also focus a lot on 
environmental laws. There's a 

significant pollution issue in my 
community. The sewer system is 
inadequate, and all the dirty 

sewer water goes directly into the 
river. This is neither safe nor 

aesthetically pleasing. We 
reported and raised these issues 

with the relevant authorities, but 
nothing was done. 

In my experience, the gap between the rights of common people and those 
who should respond to their concerns is often filled by police officers. 
Police officers sometimes forget that the rights of commoners are also 
their rights. Frequently, the police feel superior, making it difficult for 

anyone to access those above them.



12.

David ras is from Dandora, 25 years old. he is a creative director at Social 
Justice Travelling Theatre and a photographer for Social Justice Movements. he 

has been a photographer for the movement for 6 years now.
his first encounter with defeders coalition was when was a photographer in 

kudu hills nature park where they had numerous discussions about human rights

David ras is a 25 year 
old Human rights 

defender from Dandora 
lets read what he has 

in store for us.

Truly a journey of resilience and 
hope, Kinyua showed us what can 

be achieved when we come 
together and use the resources 

at our disposal to fight for 
justice.


